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Toleration, adoption, and naturalization have run their lengths. Good order and authority arc now necessary. But where shall we find them, and, at the same time, the obedience due to them ? We must have recourse to the old Roman expedient in times of confusion, and chuse a dictator. Upon this principle, I give my vote for Mr. Johnson to fill that great and arduous post. And I hereby declare, that I make a total surrender of all my rights and privileges in the English language, as a free-born British subject, to the said Mr. Johnson, during the term of his dictatorship. Nay more, I will not only obey him, like an old Roman, as my dictator, but, like a modern Roman, I will implicitly believe in him as my Pope, and hold him to be infallible while in the chair, but no longer. More than this he cannot well require; for, I presume, that obedience can never be expected, when there is neither terrour to enforce, nor interest to invite it.'
*******
'But a Grammar, a Dictionary, and a History of our Language through its several stages, were still wanting at home, and importunately called for from abroad. Mr. Johnson's labours will now, I dare say1, very fully supply that want, and greatly contribute to the farther spreading of our language in other countries. Learners were discouraged, by finding no standard to resort to ; and, consequently, thought it incapable of any. They will now be undeceived and encouraged.'
This courtly device failed of its effect2. Johnson, who thought that 'all was false and hollow3,' despised the honeyed words, and was even indignant that Lord Chesterfield should, for a moment, imagine that he could be the dupe of such an artifice. His expression to me concerning Lord Chesterfield, upon this occasion, was, 'Sir, after making great professions4, he had, for
' In the original, 'will now, and,     asked   Johnson,    'that    talk    thus
I dare say.'                                          liberally?'   'I  am,'   said  the  other,
' Hawkins (Lift, p. 191) says that     'Sir Thomas Robinson, a Yorkshire Chesterfield, further to appease John-     baronet.'    'Sir,' replied Johnson, 'if son, sent to him Sir Thomas Robin-     the first peer of the realm were to son  (see post, July  19,   1763), who     make  me  such   an- offer,  I  would was ' to apologise for his lordship's     shew him the way clown stairs.' treatment   of   him,   and   to   make        3 Paradise Lost, ii. 112. him tenders of his future friendship        4 Johnson, perhaps, was thinking and patronage.    Sir Thomas, whose     of liis interviews witli   Chesterfield, talent was flattery, was  profuse in     when in his Rambler on 'The Mis-his commendations of Johnson and     chiefs of following  a  Patron '   (No. his writings, and declared that, were     163) lie wrote :—' If you, Mr. Ramb-his  circumstances  other  than   they     ler, have ever ventured your philo-were,  himself would settle ^500 a     sophy within the attraction of great-year on  him.    'And who are you,'     ness, you  know  the force of such
s  a                                           manyM|   ur.tklif'i't .lil'l llfplr^'iitdl, tlrlrtlilr-il   llir l"ilj;ll in-.'. <i| lii-i iiMftnrr.    "1   li.ivr ilmir niiirr jjniid ai 1 am,    t itr.iritiiy and impic-ly liavi- atw-.tyi lirt-n n-pir-.-.i-rl in my rimiparty ' ''/in/, |unr 11, \';&.\'<, 4 III llir (iiigin.il " Mr. JnlifiMiii.' ' In    tlir    nrtj;iii.il    ' unriri i-'i'..iiy foreign uriiitinriU'i.'
